Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.2.
The title compound, C 14 H 18 N 2 O 4 S, contains hydrogen-bonded dimeric pairs of molecules arranged around inversion centers, forming 14-membered rings with an R 2 2 (14) motif. The structure is stabilized by extensive intramolecular interactions. The thiazine ring adopts a half-chair conformation, with the S and N atoms displaced by À0.485 (3) and 0.296 (3) Å , respectively, from the plane formed by the remaining atoms of the ring.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Lombardino & Wiseman, 1972; Rehman et al., 2005) and isoxicam (Zinnes et al., 1982) have been reported in the literature to be potential anti-inflammatory agents. Some of the derivatives of benzothiazines are found to be analgesic (Gupta et al., 2002) , anti-cancer (Gupta et al., 1993) and exhibitors of central nervous system activity (Sianesi et al., 1973) . We have reported anti-bacterial activities (Rehman et al., 2006 ) of a series of 1,2-benzothiazines. In continuation of our work on 1,2-benzothiazines 1,1-dioxides (Ahmad, Siddiqui, Ahmad, Irfan Ashiq & Tizzard, 2008; Ahmad, Siddiqui, Zia-ur-Rehman, Ashiq & Tizzard, 2008) , we report in this paper the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), which was patented for Pfizer Inc. (Lombardino, 1971 ).
The structure of (I), (Fig. 1) , contains dimeric pairs of molecules lying about inversion centers resulting from N2-H2N···O2 hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2) . The 14-membered rings thus formed represent R 2 2 (14) motif in the graph set notation (Bernstein et al., 1994) . Similar hydrogen-bonded dimers have been reported in structures related to the title compound Drebushchak et al., 2006; Kojić-Prodić & Rużić-Toroš, 1982) . The structure is stabilized by extensive intramolecular interactions ( Fig. 1 and Table 1 ). The thiazine ring in (I) adopts a half-chair conformation with atoms S1 and N1 displaced by -0.485 (3) and 0.296 (3) Å, respectively, from the plane formed by the remaining atoms of the ring.
Methyl-4-hydroxy-2-methyl-2H-1,2-benzothiazine-3-carboxylate-1,1-dioxide (1.0 g, 3.72 mmoles) was dissolved in nbutyl amine (5 ml) in a test tube. The mixture was placed at room temperature for 7 days. Crystals of (I) suitable for crystallographic analysis were found, which were washed with MeOH.
Refinement
Though all the H atoms could be found in a difference map, the H atoms bonded to C atoms were included at geometrically idealized positions and refined in riding-model approximation with the following constraints: C-H distances were set to 0.95, 0.98 and 0.99 Å for aryl, methyl and methylene H atoms, respectively, and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). H atoms bonded to N2 and O3 were taken from a difference map and were allowed to refine with U iso = 1.2 times U eq of the parent atom. The final difference map was free of any chemically significant features.
Figures Fig. 1 . ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) drawing of (I) with displacement ellipsoids plotted at 50% probability level; intramolecular interactions have been indicated by dashed lines.
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